This sustainable desktop PC looks to be a local success for  Yorkshire and is perhaps something to be
celebrated locally by Sheffield and Hull.
[ http://www.very-pc.co.uk/broadleaf/ ]

It is not a netbook with a cut-down processor, but a full-bodied quad-core ultra-small form factor desktop that, through carefully optimisation and control, uses less power than an LCD monitor, so also includes a patented system to turn the monitor off when you are not  there.

It is not just a ground-breaking energy efficient PVC-free & BFR-free computer, but looks to be a good example of any low-carbon end-to-end product, coming from a business designed with the environment in mind and with a promise to be greenwash-free. It seems it was a good thing that the 'Dragons' on the telly missed the opportunity to invest and  so did not diminish their idealism!
[ http://business.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/industry_sectors/technology/article5683443.ece
]
[ http://www.design-talks.com/content/discuss~action=view,p=236 ]

I guess that a small British company is never going to get onto Greenpeace's radar and into their list in their 'Guide to Greener Electronics' [ http://www.greenpeace.org/international/campaigns/toxics/electronics/how-the-companies-line-up
], but perhaps a FoE Local Group or two might ask the company if they could lend them one or two of these PCs to try out? - and then test to see if the product and the distribution chain really live up to what the blurb says, After all it does sound great;

- British chassis made in Hull, anodised in Mansfield (so a success for Notts too)
- No plastic casing; instead using Icelandic aluminium (presumably from renewable energy sources),
- Halogen-free components and PVC-free cables 
- No plastic labels: instead low-power laser-etched (to an organisation's design for a bulk order)

- Full quad-core ultra-small form factor desktop, not a cut-down processor
- Carefully optimised power supplies and dynamic control of processor power
- Lower spec models are available (though they are less efficient)
- Uses less power than an LCD monitor
- Patented system to turn the monitor off when you are not there

- Designed and assembled in a specially designed production line
- in a "very good" BREEAM building
- carries the MADE IN SHEFFIELD (R) hallmark
- environmentally friendly packaging.
- green pledge from the distribution company in Harrogate

I would be interested to hear your thoughts on this and if you know of anyone that has got their hands on one of these computers and could comment on it from a user perspective.

I guess to maximise the benefits of the distribution it would make a greater difference in an institutional setting where an organisation such as an Eco-School or even a council Getting Serious about CO2
could put a bulk order in.
