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ReaVEN




A cycleway & footpath from Shrewsbury to Minsterley

The Rea Valley Environmental Network (ReaVEN) has over 200 members.  We work with local people and other organisations to help protect the local economy and the environment of the Rea Valley and its surrounding areas.  The project involves creating a new cycleway and footpath from the centre of Shrewsbury, out into the Rea valley. This will provide a largely traffic free route that will connect the county town to the Shropshire Hills ANOB.  We think that this exciting project will bring significant economic, social, and environmental benefits to the area. 

A new amenity for local residents

The route will link up the villages of Hanwood, Pontesbury, and Minsterley and also provide a way for young people and others without access to cars a safe and level route into town. As described below, the restoration of a short stretch of the route in Pontesbury has already proved to be a popular place for people from the village to stretch their legs, walk their dogs, and stop for a chat. 

The quarrying of aggregates is a low-value, resource extractive industry. Adding little value or economic benefit to the communities affected, and leaves them with the scars on the landscape and related health problems. This project aims to turn that scenario on its head, by adding value to the landscape and local goods and services, and by seeking to ensure that the benefits of increased tourism income can flow directly to local businesses involved in servicing them.   

Sustainable tourism 

In 2005, 10.6 million people visited Shropshire and that in that year the tourism industry contributed £561 million to the County’s economy.  Out of those totals, 9.3 million visitors made day trips, with an average spend per person of £37.  Only 1.3 million, or 12% stayed overnight, spending around £165. This project will help to promote the development of Shropshire’s sustainable tourism industry and the County a desirable destination for people wanting a low carbon holiday and to also encourage greater numbers of visitors to stay for longer. 

I think this is a good idea and can write a letter of support to Jonathan Brown, 7 The Grove, Minsterley, SY5 0AG
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